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CHAPTER 66

An Act to amend The Highway Traffic Act
Assented to June 28th, 1974

H

ER :'IIAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
l. Part II of The Highway Traffic Act, being chapter 202 of theParLII

Rcvisecl Statutes of Ontario, 1970, as amended by the Statutes~s;;;~~~\1
of Ontario, 1973, chapter 45, sections 2 to 7, is further amended
by striking out the heading preceding section 6 ancl inserting
in lieu thereof "PERMITS", and by adding thereto the following section :

Sa. In this Part,

lnterprelation

(a) "number", when used in relation to a permit or
plate, means a number or a combination of letters
and numbers, ancl "numbered", when so used, means
bearing a number or a combination of letters and
numbers;
(b) "permit" means a permit issued under subsection 3
of section 6:
(r) "validate" means render in force for the period of

time prescribed by the regulations, and "validation"
ancl "validated" have corresponding meanings.
2. -(1) Subsections I and 3 of section 6 of the said Act, as~e~~~a~ted
amended by the Statutes of Ontario, 1973, chapter 45,
section 2, arc repealed and thl: follO\ving substitutecl

therefor:
(1) The owner of a motor vd1iclc or trailer shall not,
(a) drive the motor vehicle;

(b) cause or permit the motor vehicle to be driven;
(c) dra\v the trailer; or

Permit and
number

plates

required
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(d) cause or permit the trailer to be drawn,

on a highway except under the authority of a permit for
the motor vehicle or trailer issued or validated under subsection 3.

Issuance
or validation
of pe1·mlts
and number
plates

(3) Upon the application of the ovmer of a motor vehicle
or trailer and upon payment of the fee prescrihed by the
regulations. the Ministry or any person authorized by the
:\linister shall,
(a) issue for the motor vehicle or trailer a numbered
permit and a number plate or number plates, in
accordance with the regulations, hearing the number
of the permit; or

(b) validate the permit issued for the motor vehicle
or trailer and provide such evidence of the validation
for display upon the motor vehicle or trailer as may
be prescribed by the regulations.
Records

(3a) The !Vlinistry shall maintain,
(a) a numerical index record of all permits issued and in
force under this section; and
(b) an alphabetical index record of the names and
addresses of all persons to whom permits that are
in force have been issued.

Effective
term of
permit

(3b) A permit that is issued or validated is m force during
the period of time prescribed by the regulations.

s. 6(4).

(2) Subsection 4 of the said section 6, as amended
Statutes of Ontario, 1973, chapter 45, section 2, is
amended by striking out "accept the registration
in the first and second lines and inserting in lieu
"issue or validate or may".

amended

bv the
further
of, or"
thereof

s. 6 (7),
re-enacted

(3) Subsection 7 of the said section 6 1s repealed and the
following substituted therefor:

Reg-ulations
re permits

(7) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations respecting any matter ancillary to the provisions of this
Part with respect to permits and number plates and in
particular,

and number

plates

(a) prescribing forms for the purpo~es of this section

and requiring their use;
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(bl respecting the issuance and validation of permits
and the issuance of number plates ;
(c) prescribing the period of time during which p er-

mits shall be in force that arc issued or validated
for motor vehicles or trailers or any class or type
of either of them;
(d)

pn~scrihing fees for the issuance, validation and
replacement of permits and number plates and of
evidence of validation of permits;

(e) governing the method of validating permits and

the form of and manner of affixing, displaying or
showing evidence of the validation of permits on
motor vehicles and trailers;
(/) respecting permits and number plates for and the
operation of motor \·chicles or trailns owned by
manufacturers or dealers and not kept by them
for private use.
3.--( l) Subsection 2 of section 7 of the said Act is repcaleds.7 (2).
rc-c n ae te rl
and the following substituted therefor:
(2) \Vhere an owner changes his address as stated in an cpaJ'
d"e
0
application for a permit or for the validation of a permit a ress
or in a previous notice sent or filed under this subsection,
he shall \vithin six days send by registered mail to or fi le
with the J.Iinistry notice of his new address.

(2) Subsection 3 of the said section 7 is amended by striking~,J,~~dcrl
out "registration of" in the eleventh line and inserting
in lieu thereof "the issuance, validation or transfer of ;
permit for".

4-. Section 8 of the said Act, as amended by the Statutes of~.e~enactect
Ontario, 1973, chapter 45, section 3, is repealed and the
following suhstitu ted therefor:
8.---( I) The owner of a motor vehicle shall not drive the Number
plates
motor vehicle or cause or permit it to be driven on a highway unles:>,
(a) the number plate or number plates issued in accord-

ance with the regulations and showing tlw m1m h('f
of a permit that is issued by the :\Iinistry or a
person authorized by the Minister and in force for
the motor vehicle are displayed on the motor vehicle
in the manner prescribed by the regulations : and
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(b) where the permit for the motor vehicle has heen

validated, there is affixed to the motor vehicle in
the form and manner prescribed by the regulations
evidence of the validation of the permit.
Numb~i·

plat<' on

trailer

(2) The owner of a trailer shall not draw the trailer or
cause or permit it to be drawn on a highway unless,
(a) there is attached to and exposed on the back
thereof a number plate furnished by the l\Iinistry
or a person authorized by the Minister showing in
plain figures the number of a permit issued and in
force for the trailer; and
(b) where the permit for the trailer has been validated,
there is affixed to the trailer in the form and manner
prescribed by the regulations evidence of the validation of the permit.

s. 9 (l ).
amended

5. Subsection 1 of section 9 of the said Act, as amended by the
Statutes of Ontario, 1973, chapter 45, section 4, is further
amended by striking out "or" at the end of clause c, by
adding "or" at the end of clause d and hy adding thereto
the following clause:
(e) where the permit for a motor vehicle or trailer is
validated or is required to be validated, fails to
display on the motor vehicle or trailer in the form
and manner prescribed hy the regulations evidence
of the validation of the permit,

S. 11.

re-enacted

Improper
number
plate

U. Section 11 of the said Act, as amended by the Statutes of
Ontario, 1973, chapter 45. section 6, is repealed and the
following su bsti tutcd therefor:
11. \Vhere a peace officer has reason to believe that,

(a) a number plate attached to a motor vehicle or
trailer,

(i) was not furnished by the l\linistry or a person
authorized by the :\Iinister for the motor
vehicle or trailer, or
(ii) altl1ough furnished by the Ministry or a person authorized bv the Minister for the motor
vehicle or trailer, was obtaim:d by fabe
pretences; or
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(bl evidence that is displayed on a motor vehicle or
trailer of the validation of a permir,
(i) was not furnished by the :\Iinistry or a person authorized hy the l\'iinister in respect of
the motor vehicle or trailer on \vhich th<'
evidence is displayed, or
(ii) although furnished by the :.VIinistry or a person authorized by the l\hnister in respect of
the motor vehicle or trailer on \vhich the
evidence is displayed, was obtained by false
p1etences,
the peace officer may take possession of the number plate
attached to the motor vehicle or trailer and r<'t.ain it until
the facts as to the use or furnishing of the number plate
or the evidence of validation of the permit for the motor
vehicle or trailer have been determined.
1 of section 12 of the said Act is amendeds.12(ld).d
7.-(1) Subsection
. .
.
.
am~n e
bv stnkmg out "registered under the )av.is of and owned
h)' residents of Ontario" in the ninth and tenth lin<'s and
inserting in lieu therof "owned by residents of Ontario
for \vhich permits are issued and in force under this Act
and the regulations"

(2) Subsection 2 of the said sect10n 12 is amended by~di~~~ed
striking out "registered under the la\vs of and ovmed by
residents of Ontario" in the sixth line and in,.;crting in
lieu thereof "owned hv residents of Ontario for \~·'hich
permits are issued ancf in force under this Act and the
regulations".
(3) Subsection 3 of the said section 12 is amended hy~·~~~]~d

striking out "registration" in the second line and inserting
in lieu thereof "the provisions of s!'ctions 6 and 8".

8. The said Act is amended by adding thereto th<' following ~n~~ed
section:
152a.- (1) In this section,

Interpretation

(a) "designated" means designated by tlie regulations;
(b) "driver improYcnwnt program" m1·ans a cmir°'l'
of instruction for the improvement of the knowledge
and attitudes as drivers of persons who hold liccnn·~
to drivl' motor vchides on a highway;
(c) "justice" means a justice of the peace or a provinc ial
judge;

Chap. !>6

IIIGil\VAY TRAFFIC

1974

(d) "prescribed" means prescribed hy the regulation»;
(t} "rcgnlations" mean,; the regulations made umier

subsection 3.
Dri\•e1·

(2) Notwithstanding anything in The Summary Convictions

improw ment

1lcl. where in a designated municipality a justice convicts

progran1
R.8.0. 1970.

a person of a prescribed offence and the pero:,on, on the
recommendation of the justice, attends and successfully
completes a drive r improvement program conducted hy the
'.\linistry, the justice may impose a lesser fine than the fine
otherwise provided for by this Act or may order that no fine
shall he imposed upon the person in respect of the offence.

C. ~50

(J) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations,
(a) de,;ignating municipalities as areas in ·which driver
improvement programs may be conducted by the
Ministry in conjunction with the adjudication of
offences under thio:, Act;

(b) prescribing the offences under this Act in conjunction ·with the adjudication of which driver
improvement programs may he conducted by the
;\Jinistry.
Commencement

Idem

Short title

U.

( l) This Act, except sections 1 to
day it receives Royal Assent.

1,

comes into force on the

(2) Sections 1 to 7 come into force on the 1st day of September,
1974.
IO. This Act may be cited as The Highway Traffic Amendmml
Act, 1974.

